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Unemployment and its Impact on Crime among Inmates of Jordanian Reform
Centers

Abstract

This study aimed to examine unemployment and its impact on crime among a sample of inmates
from Jordanian reform centers. The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach. The study
population consisted of all inmates in Jordanian reform centers, totaling 2,456 individuals, based
on statistics from the Jordanian Reform Centers Department (2025). A stratified random sampling
technique was used to select a representative sample from the overall population, with the actual
sample consisting of 344 inmates, representing 14% of the total population. The results revealed
that the mean score for unemployment and its impact on crime among the sample of inmates was
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high. No statistically significant differences were found concerning the variable of age. However,
statistically significant differences were found regarding the level of unemployment before
imprisonment, with those who were completely unemployed showing the highest scores, followed
by those who were intermittently employed. Statistically significant differences were also
observed for the variable of education level, with those who had less than a high school education
showing higher scores. Furthermore, statistically significant differences were found related to the
type of criminal behavior, with property crimes being more prominent. Statistically significant
differences were also noted concerning social circumstances, with married individuals showing
higher scores, followed by those who were divorced. The study concluded with several
recommendations, including the need for long-term studies to examine the impact of
unemployment on crime. Longitudinal studies that track the impact of unemployment on crime
over extended periods would provide more accurate results, as the effect of unemployment may
vary over time, and crime patterns may gradually change.

Keywords: Unemployment, Crime, Reform Centers.
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